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What is the BraiNY Bunch?

● Mentored journal club for high school 
and early undergraduate students

● Initiated in August, 2020 during COVID

● 42 student presenters to date!

● Monthly on the first Sunday of each 
month, 12-1pm EST on Zoom

● Online cache of presentation slides for 
future student use: 
https://www.comebebrainy.com/brainy-
bunch

New Organizers: Ben & Ariadna!

https://www.comebebrainy.com/brainy-bunch
https://www.comebebrainy.com/brainy-bunch


BraiNY Bunch is for everyone!



Thank you to our previous BraiNY Bunch 
mentors, coordinators & presenters!



What’s my role in BraiNY Bunch?

Journal Club 
Meeting

Presenter

Mentor

Attendee



Presenter 
Over the 4-6 weeks leading up to the journal club, Presenters are expected to:

1) Work with another student and a mentor to identify a paper to present
2) Work with the co-presenter and mentor to craft the journal club presentation 
3) Give the journal club presentation over Zoom
4) Virtually attend a lab meeting (date agreed upon by mentor and presenters) 

Presenters are selected on a first-come, first-served basis.



Mentor 
Over the 4-6 weeks leading up to the journal club, Mentors are expected to:

1) Work with two students to identify a paper to present
2) Work with students on journal club presentation (templates available upon request)
3) Attend their students' journal club presentation
4) Invite the students to virtually sit-in on a lab meeting (date agreed upon by mentors 
and mentees)

Mentors are selected on a first-come, first-served basis.



Attendee 

Come to the BraiNY Bunch on the day of the presentations ready to learn and 
participate! :)

We encourage attendees to read the paper in advance and think of questions to ask 
during the discussion portion of the meeting 

Attendees can receive certificates of attendance upon request (contact 
comebebrainy.nyc@gmail.com)



How to find a paper - literature searching on the web

● https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
● https://www.sciencedirect.com/
● https://scholar.google.com/

○ Check the Library Links under the Settings toolbar

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/
https://scholar.google.com/


Refining your search

- Be specific about your topic of interest
- Include the species (ex. humans vs. rodents)

- You may consider adding age or sex
- Include a year range
- Search by author
- Look at metrics - # of citations, etc.
- Look at the article keywords



How to read a scientific article 

Passive reading vs active reading 

- Don’t need to follow the order. Skim the article to understand general structure and flip around 
to find the information you need 

- Digest and reflect on what the authors are saying. What are they trying to teach us? 
- Generate questions before, during and after the reading 
- Take NOTES! 

Useful resources:

● Office of Intramural Training & Education: 30 min video 
● Journal club tips
● Note taking template

https://www.training.nih.gov/oite-yt/readingascientificpaper
https://pharm.virginia.edu/wp-content/blogs.dir/49/files/2014/03/JournalClubTips.pdf?r=1
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hQ5t2sDVBpHa_CjyF3hzSGEHtB0daBQiEkqp3v71O-0/edit?usp=sharing


Hourglass structure of a scientific article 

Suny State University Library

● Key words
● General subject
● Specific subject
● Context/Important background
● Hypothesis
● Important methods
● Results
● Summary of key points
● Significance

Tip: Take notes while you read! 
Some things to pay attention to 
and write down include:



Title, journal, author list 

● Title: scientific articles have LONG 
titles. Reading and understanding 
them can be useful.

● Journal: Get to know the audience. 
Do a quick search on the journal. 
The authors wrote the article with 
their journal audience in mind. 

● Author list: Get to know the 
authors. Have they published on 
this topic before? 



Abstract 
● Why: Purpose or rationale of the study. 

○ What is the general question they are trying to answer? 

● How: Methodology. 
○ How did they answer the question? 

● What: Results.
○ What did they find?

● So what: Conclusion
○ What does it mean? Why do we care? 



Introduction
Two purposes:

1) Creating readers’ interest in the subject matter 
2) Providing the reader with enough background 

information to understand the question. 

Clara Busse & Ella August, 2020

Example presentations: 



Methods

● What experiments were done 
○ Will be organized by type of technique used 

● How were the experiments done
○ Details on techniques used. Should be enough 

for someone to replicate the experiment. 

Tip:

● Don’t get lost in the details.
● Use the methods to refer back to when you 

have a specific question about an 
experiment 

○ How was the behavior scored? 
○ How old are the subjects / animals?

Example presentations: 



Figures and results 

Results: 

● Statements of what was found, using statistical 
language 

Figures:

● Graphical representation of results 

Tip:

● Read these two sections side by side. 
● Pay attention to the figure legends, titles, axis 

labels. You’ll find a LOT of information in each 
figure but it’s there for a reason. 

● Read critically! Do their results make sense? 
Do they align with the authors’ hypotheses? 

Example presentations: 



Discussion 
● Framing of the results. Same stuff, but now it’s 

placed in the context of the broader field
● Usually provides an answer to the question 

posed in the introduction 
● Explains how the results support the conclusion 

Clara Busse & Ella August, 2020

Example presentations: 



Questions to ask yourself as you read 

● Have I taken the time to understand all the 
terminology? Do I need to understand all the 
terminology?

● Do I need to go back and read a cited article 
that would help me understand this work better? 

● What specific problem does the research 
address? Why is it important?

● What are the specific findings? Can I summarize 
them? 

● Are the findings supported by evidence? 
● What are additional experiments that could be 

done to answer any remaining questions? 



General BraiNY: comebebrainy.nyc@gmail.com
Ben: bms2202@columbia.edu 
Ariadna: correa09@nyu.edu 

Contact us with questions!

We hope to see you soon!

Google form: https://bit.ly/brainy-bunch-2022

Zoom meeting: 

Links:

mailto:comebebrainy.nyc@gmail.com
mailto:bms2202@columbia.edu
mailto:correa09@nyu.edu
https://bit.ly/brainy-bunch-2022


Questions? 


